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a snapshot 
of our story



Dudley CVS’s vision is for a borough 
that has caring, vibrant and strong 
communities where everyone can 
fulfil their potential.

We achieve this through our mission: 
connecting and inspiring people and 
organisations to achieve positive 
change, while championing their 
value to partners and the wider 
community.

In this snapshot of our year, 
you can learn more about how 
we’re connecting, inspiring and 
championing the people, communities 
and organisations that want to make 
wonderful things happen in Dudley 
borough. 

our Vision WHO WE WORK WITH

the voluntary and 
community sector 

that we have 
supported for the 

last 40 years

people who want to 
roll up their sleeves 

and get active in their 
communities

who access health 
and care services and 
those who would like 
a bit more support to 
help them link with 

services and possibly 
get more active in 
their communities

Businesses
that want to involve 
people meaningfully 

in designing great 
services and 

initiatives that work 
for everyone

We’ll also work with 
people outside of the 

borough who can 
bring inspiring and 
innovative ideas to 

Dudley borough from 
all around the world.

Groups Volunteers and active 
citizens

People 

Dudley CVS works with anyone within Dudley 
borough to help realise our vision:

that want to 
contribute to 

the good of our 
communities

Partners Innovators

Read the full story 
www.dudleycvsreview.org



Partners who are 
willing to engage, 

listen and learn

Our Dudley CVS staff, board and volunteers 
have enormous passion, skills and decades of 
experience in:

Working with and engaging communities

Working in empowering and open ways

Setting up, running and financing voluntary 
and community groups

Learning, reflecting and improving

Bringing great ideas to Dudley and its people,
communities, groups and partners

Supporting vulnerable people

Putting people in the lead

Our people and skills

ingredients

The story of 2016-17 
is as much yours as 
it is ours! Here are 
the ingredients we 
all bring to create 
caring, vibrant and 
strong communities

People willing to 
share, learn and do

Places where great 
things can happen

A strong voluntary, 
community and social 

enterprise sector

Be a part of our 
collective story and 
share how you’ve 
been involved in our 
work or how you’d 
like to get more 
involved! 

#dcvsstory

Also in the mix:



410 
Were from voluntary 

and community 
groups, charities and 

social enterprises

847 
wanted to volunteer

23 
awarded 

investment totalling 

£1,326,194

288 made 30 
activities happen 

in Coseley and 
across the borough 

through CoLab 
Dudley and DoFest

At least 1,533 
people took part 

in these activities, 
building networks, 

relationships and the 
desire to do more 

together

1,963 
wanted assistance 

to improve 
their health and 

wellbeing

1,250 shared 
their views or 
experiences of 

health and care 
services

57 people 
with respiratory 

conditions 
participated in 

Airtime to improve 
how they cope with 

their conditions

756 people who 
provide unpaid care 
got the support they 

needed to care for their 
loved ones, access 

services and get some 
time for themselves

1,150 people 
most at risk of hospital 

admission were 
connected to support 
and opportunities to 
improve their quality 

of life

We have spoken to 

over 2,700 
people visiting 

patient at Russels 
Hall Hospital

Groups, volunteers & active citizens PEOPLE

7,957 
people

Last year we interacted 
with at least

Read our full story at www.dudleycvsreview.org

19 
new groups 

set up



Connecting groups 
to each other 
and promoting 
collaboration

Reaching for 
Change linked with 
neighbouring groups, 
funding and learning 
opportunities to 
kickstart activities 
that brought different 
communities together.

“Without the support of Dudley CVS we 
wouldn’t be able to host fundraising 

events or raise SODA’s profile.”
Sam Billingham, founder of SODA

HOW HAVE WE MADE CONNECTIONS THAT MATTER TO YOU?

Connected SODA 
(Survivors of Domestic 
Abuse) with three new 

volunteers to help 
the group reach more 

people.

Read our full story at www.dudleycvsreview.org

Linking volunteers to 
good causes

Simon’s volunteering 
journey has helped him 
increase his confidence 
and battle his addiction.



94 more Information 
Champions were trained 
up by Healthwatch 
Dudley to join the growing 
Community Information 
Point Network, which now 

has over 200 members.

Airtime, boosting 
health and relieving 
isolation.

“things are 
moving forwards”

Robert supported by Integrated 
Plus to overcome debt issues 

and find employment.

Helping people to 
get extra support



Helping people do by 
demonstrating the possibilities

Do Fest Dudley: Inviting the 
doers, the curious and the 
encouragers to experience 

and learn about collaborative 
practical projects which have 

caught the imagination of 
people who live in 

Dudley borough.

Do Fest Dudley provided 
a taste of what’s possible, 
insights into ways we can 

nurture a participatory 
culture in Dudley, and 

opportunities to make, share 
and learn with local people 

who are leading change 
through practical, 

enjoyable projects in the 
places they live.

HOW HAVE WE INSPIRED YOU?

7 Trade School 
classes, 

6 Learning Labs, 

10 Lightning Talks

Pam Warhurst from 
Incredible Edible 

inspired 57 people 
to get growing 

and sharing, and 
wildflower seed 

bombs were deployed!

Inspired 72 
people to co-create 

DoFest, a 3-day 
festival of doing

Read our full story at www.dudleycvsreview.org



Our work with Bayer Street Allotments Association not only resulted in 
them getting £10,000 from Awards for All to help make their allotments 
more accessible, but inspired them to do growing activities in their 
community.  Their success has inspired the newly reformed Friends of 
Grange Park to believe they can do great things on their park!

Read our full story at www.dudleycvsreview.org

We exposed curious residents 
and people from local groups 
to an idea from Detroit called 

SOUP, a microgranting 
dinner that brings people and 

projects together over food. 
Now Dudley is part of the 

worldwide SOUP movement!



54 Black Country 
voluntary and 

community groups 
hold Building Better 

Opportunities 
contracts worth 

£23.4m

Supporting deaf people to have a voice

Healthwatch Dudley learned about the challenges 
deaf people face when communicating with health 
professionals and worked with Dudley Deaf Focus 
group to influence simple changes in our hospitals 

that have made a massive difference.

how have we championed people, 
groups and great ways of working?

We supported Phase Trust 
and Lunch on the Run 

with their bids to Building 
Better Opportunities, 

resulting in £175,483 to 
benefit young people and 

learning disabled adults.

Working across the 
whole Black Country 
to lever in £3.4m 
of EU and Lottery 
funded Building 

Better Opportunities 
programme (Families 

in Poverty strand)

We helped to identify 
voluntary and 

community sector 
partners that could 

deliver work through 
all 4 strands of Building 

Better Opportunities

Jointly shaping opportunities

Read our full story at www.dudleycvsreview.org



A collective approach to 
championing carers

We became part of Dudley Carers 
Alliance to develop Dudley Carers 
Strategy and encourage local carers 
to participate in decision-making.

Encouraged organisations to sign 
up to the employer’s pledge to 
become Carer Friendly Employers.

Listening to people’s experience of their 
health and social care services

6 themed People’s Network events connected 

around 400 local residents with decision 
makers in health and care to influence and 

design services together.Read our full story at www.dudleycvsreview.org

Sharing stories, and raising 
the profile of voluntary and 

community action

We’ve shared stories about 

more than 174 groups and 
great things happening in 

Dudley borough!



Read the full story: 
www.dudleycvsreview.org

 

#dcvsstory

Dudley CVS, 7 Albion Street, Brierley Hill, DY5 3EE
t: 01384 573381    e: info@dudleycvs.org.uk

Registered charity No. 517766 incorporated under the 1995 
Companies Act No 1998105

facebook.com/cvsdudley              @DudleyCVS

Be a part of our collective story and 
share how you’ve been involved in 

our work or how you’d like to get 
more involved! 


